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Before Division Two: Mark D. Pfeiffer, Presiding Judge, Lisa White Hardwick and James 

E. Welsh, Judges 

American Family Mutual Insurance Company ("American Family") appeals the 

circuit court's grant of summary judgment in favor of M.S., by and through her next 

friend and mother, K.L.  The court determined that two American Family homeowner's 

insurance policies issued to Stephen and Deanna Parnell ("the Parnells") provided 

coverage for M.S.'s claims of negligent supervision against the Parnells.  On appeal, 

American Family contends two exclusions applied to bar coverage and the concurrent 

proximate cause rule was not applicable.   

 AFFIRMED. 

Division Two holds: 
 
The circuit court did not err in finding that the concurrent proximate cause rule 

applies to afford coverage to the Parnells for M.S.'s negligent supervision claim.  The 

claim for negligent supervision of a minor is unrelated to and can occur without the 



excluded causes of intentional injury and sexual abuse.  That M.S.'s harm was caused 

by intentional sexual abuse was merely incidental, and not essential, to the negligent 

supervision claim.  Therefore, M.S.'s claim of negligent supervision is a separate and 

non-excluded cause of her injuries, apart from the intentional sexual abuse.  American 

Family is obligated to defend and indemnify the Parnells in M.S.'s lawsuit against them. 
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